
This Was the Decade 
We Knew We Were Right 
Everything is connected, and everything is changing 

By Kate Marvel 

A STATE OF EMERGENCY WAS DECLARED 

on November 11, 2019, and residents in the 
Sydney area were warned of "catastrophic" 
fire danger as Australia prepared for a fresh 
wave of deadly bushfires that had ravaged 
the drought-stricken east of the country. 

It rains in the Amazon because the 
trees want it to. There is plenty of mois­
ture in the oceans that surround the con-

tinent, but there is also a hidden reservoir 
on the land feeding an invisible river that 
flows upward to the sky. The water held in 
the soil is lifted up by the bodies of the 
trees and lost through the surfaces of their 
leaves to the atmosphere. The local sky 
plumps with moisture, primed for the 
arrival of the seasonal rains driven by the 
annual back-and-forth march of the sun's 
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rays. As climate scientist Alex Hall puts it, 
the trees are co-conspiring with the sky to 
attract an earlier monsoon. 

This is the decade we knew we were 
right. It began with the warmest year on 

jrecord; it then broke that record at least 
j'five times. Carbon dioxide in the atmo- � 

sphere reached levels unprecedented � 
since humans were hominins. There were it
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